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cultural autonomy to the Szekely; and in spite of
Professor Dragomir they refused to believe that
promises would in future be kept. Everything in Rou-
mania now ultimately depended on the King, but the
Hungarians believed that he was unfriendly to them
on account of the cool attitude adopted towards him
by the Transylvanian aristocracy.
It is obvious that Hungarian irredentism was very
greatly stimulated by the events of the autumn of 1938,
and that Transylvania in particular was necessarily
disturbed afresh by Hungary's annexation of Ruthenia
and the mobilization on both sides of the Hungaro-
Roumanian frontiers. It is one of the disasters of a
mobilization in a racially mixed country that, since the
minorities live near the frontier and may have links
with the unfriendly neighbour beyond it, it appears
as an attempt to intimidate, and in any case it emphas-
izes all the possibilities of friction; this had been seen
in Czechoslovakia in the previous May. But whereas
the most rabid Sudeten German, if he complained
that his chances of promotion were slight, admitted
that he was well treated in the pre-Munich Czecho-
slovak Army, the Hungarian conscripts in Roumania,
on the other hand, were often not trusted to handle
a weapon and were kept in the background as orderlies.
Now in March and April 1939 this attitude was re-
emphasized, and, though there might be a Saxon or
even a Bessarabian Russian officer1 in command of
troops, one never heard of a Hungarian. The mobiliza-
tion inevitably brought unpopular billeting and re-
quisitioning in Hungarian districts or on Hungarian
estates, all old firearms were confiscated here and
1 I happened to know of one.